
Apostle Class Autumn 1 

Welcome back to a brand-new school year! The children have 

settled brilliantly into their new class and have already shown 

enthusiasm, curiosity and a positive attitude towards their 

learning. We have a fantastic term planned, packed with exciting 

books, engaging lessons and plenty of opportunities to challenge 

ourselves, develop new skills and make wonderful memories 

together. We cannot wait to see all the progress and achievements 

that this year will bring! 

Reading 

Our class reading journey begins with the thrilling novel Who Let 

the Gods Out? by Maz Evans. This fast-paced and humorous 

adventure introduces us to Elliot, a young boy whose life is turned 

upside down when the Greek gods arrive on Earth. Full of 

mythology, friendship, courage and excitement, this 

fantastic story will capture the children's imaginations 

and encourage a love of reading.  

Later in the term, we will be reading Malala: My Story of 

Standing Up for Girls' Rights by Malala Yousafzai. This 

powerful autobiography tells the inspiring true story of Malala's 

determination to campaign for every child's right to an 

education. Through this text, pupils will explore themes of 

resilience, equality, bravery and social justice whilst 

developing their understanding of the wider world.  

English 

In English, we will begin our learning with the beautiful 

picture book The Promise by Nicola Davies. The story explores 

themes of hope, change and caring for our environment. Using 

this text as inspiration, pupils will learn about the features of 

non-chronological writing and create their own informative 

leaflets. 

Later in the term, we will delve into the mystery and suspense 

of The Hound of the Baskervilles. Through studying this 



classic detective story, children will explore how authors create 

tension and intrigue. They will focus on writing engaging 

cliffhanger narratives, using descriptive language and carefully 

chosen vocabulary to keep readers on the edge of their seats. 

Mathematics 

This half term, we will continue to strengthen our fluency in key 

mathematical skills while developing our reasoning and 

problem-solving abilities. 

Our main areas of study will be: 

• Place Value, Number, time, Addition, Subtraction 

Year 5 pupils will also begin exploring Fractions, developing their 

understanding of equivalent fractions, comparing fractions and 

applying their knowledge in a range of mathematical contexts. 

As always, regular practice of times tables will support pupils in 

becoming confident and efficient 

mathematicians. 

In History, we will be exploring British 

Monarchs, learning about the lives, 

achievements and challenges of different kings 

and queens throughout history. Our learning 

will culminate in answering the Big Question: 

Were all reigns of British monarchs the same? By comparing 

monarchs from different periods, children will develop their 

understanding of change, continuity and the impact of 

leadership on Britain.  

In Science, the children will continue to develop their scientific 

knowledge and investigative skills through the study of Living 

Things. They will explore the life cycles of a variety of plants and 

animals, including mammals, amphibians, insects and birds, 

and learn how living things grow, change and reproduce. The 

children will have opportunities to observe, compare and 

investigate different life cycles, developing their scientific 

understanding through practical enquiry and discussion.  



The children will also have the opportunity to develop their 

creativity through Art, where they will focus on drawing 

techniques, exploring tone and proportion to create realistic and 

effective artwork. In Music, they will explore tempo and develop 

their singing skills through learning and performing a range of 

sea shanties. In Computing, children will study Computing 

Systems and Networks, developing their understanding of how 

digital devices communicate and how technology connects us in 

the modern world.  

In PE, the children will be developing their teamwork, 

coordination and game-playing skills through Rugby. They will 

also take part in weekly swimming lessons throughout the Autumn 

Term, building confidence in the water and improving their 

swimming technique and water safety skills.  

We look forward to sharing our learning and achievements 

throughout the term. Please keep an eye on Facebook for updates, 

photographs and celebrations of the wonderful work taking place 

in our classroom. We have lots of exciting learning opportunities 

planned and cannot wait to get started! 

We are looking forward to a fantastic term of reading, writing, 

exploring and learning together! Thank you for your continued 

support, and I can't wait to see everything the children achieve 

this term! 

 

  

 


