
Autumn Term 1 

Hello and welcome to Ark Class! 

We are Miss Hughes, Miss McCauliffe and Mrs Dowsett, and we are 

absolutely thrilled to be your teachers this year. We hope you have 

all had a wonderful summer and are feeling ready for an 

exciting year of learning, exploring and making lots of special 

memories together. 

 Ark Class is inspired by the story of Noah’s Ark. As a Church of 

England school, our Christian values are an important part of 

our classroom, and throughout the year we will encourage the 

children to show kindness, friendship, respect, compassion and 

care for one another. Just like Noah's Ark brought together people 

and animals, our classroom is a place where 

everyone is welcome, valued and encouraged to 

be themselves.  

 

Noah’s Ark 

Our class story this half-term is the wonderful Bible story of Noah’s 

Ark. 

In the story, Noah is asked by God to build a huge ark to keep his 

family and the animals safe from the great flood. Noah follows 

God's instructions and welcomes animals onto the ark in pairs. 

Together, they embark on an incredible journey, showing us the 

importance of faith, trust, kindness, caring for others and 

working together. 

The story gives us lots of opportunities to explore our Christian 

values and think about how we can look after one another. We 

will talk about what it means to be a good friend, how we can 

help others and why everyone has an important part to play 

within our class community. 

The children will also have lots of opportunities to explore the 

story through storytelling, role-play, art, creative activities and 

imaginative play. We may even have some very special visitors 

joining us on our Ark!  



 

We have lots of exciting things planned for you this year, so let's 

find out what we will be learning about this term! 

 

Literacy: 

This term, our literacy learning will focus on two wonderful 

stories: Farmer Duck and The Night Gardener. 

Farmer Duck will help us explore themes of 

kindness, fairness, friendship and helping others. 

We will discuss how the duck is treated by the 

farmer and think about what makes a good friend. 

The children will have opportunities to retell the 

story, explore the characters and develop their 

vocabulary through discussion, drama and creative activities.  

We will also explore The Night Gardener, a beautiful 

story that encourages us to think about kindness, 

creativity, community and the impact that one small 

act can have on others. We will explore how the 

mysterious gardener brings happiness to the people in 

the town and think about ways that we can make a 

positive difference to the people around us. 

Both stories provide wonderful opportunities for the children to 

develop their speaking and listening, vocabulary, comprehension, 

storytelling and early writing skills. 

 

Science: Animals Including Humans 

This term, we will be learning all about animals and humans 

and discovering how living things are similar and different. 

We will explore the question “Where do animals live?” and 

investigate different animals and the habitats they call home. 

The children will learn to identify and name a range of animals, 

explore where they live and think about what animals need to 

survive. 



We will also learn about our own bodies, naming some of the 

basic parts of the human body and discovering our five senses – 

sight, hearing, smell, taste and touch. The children will have lots 

of opportunities to investigate their senses through fun, practical 

activities and talk about how our senses help us to explore and 

understand the world around us. 

Through our learning, we will encourage the children to be 

curious, ask questions, 

make observations and 

share their ideas about 

the wonderful animals 

and people in our world.  

 

 

 

 

History: My Family History 

This term, we will be taking a journey into the past and exploring 

“What was life like when our grandparents were children?” 

The children will learn about their own 

family history and discover how everyday 

life has changed over time. We will explore 

what homes, schools, toys, games, food, 

clothes and transport were like when their 

grandparents were young. 

The children will have opportunities to ask questions, look at 

photographs and artefacts, compare the past with the present and 

talk to family members about their memories and experiences. 

We will encourage the children to think like little historians by 

looking for clues from the past and using words such as past, 

present, then, now, before, after, long ago and today. 

We are looking forward to seeing the wonderful family 

photographs, stories and memories that the children bring in to 

help us build our very own Ark Class family history. 



 

RE: What Is My View of the World? 

This term in RE, we will be exploring the Big Question “What is my 

view of the world?” 

The children will be encouraged to think about the world around 

them, what they believe, what is important to them and what 

makes them who they are. We will explore how our families, 

experiences, communities and beliefs can shape the way we see the 

world. 

As a Church of England school, we will also make connections to 

Christian beliefs and stories, while learning that people around 

the world have different beliefs, cultures and traditions. 

The children will have 

opportunities to ask questions, 

share their own ideas, listen to 

others and respectfully explore 

different viewpoints. We will 

encourage them to recognise 

that although we may have 

differences, we can all show 

kindness, respect, friendship and care for one another. 

 

 Art and Design: Drawing – Marvellous Marks 

This term in Art and Design, we will be exploring “Marvellous 

Marks” and discovering just how many different ways we can 

draw! 

The children will have opportunities to explore and experiment 

with a wide range of drawing tools and materials, including 

pencils, crayons, chalk, pastels and paintbrushes. We will 

investigate the different marks we can make by changing the 

pressure, direction, size and movement of our drawing. 

We will encourage the children to use their marks to represent 

their ideas, thoughts, feelings and movements. They will 



experiment with lines, shapes, patterns and textures, developing 

their confidence 

and creativity 

along the way. 

Most importantly, 

we will encourage 

our young artists 

to have a go, 

experiment and 

enjoy the creative process! 

Music: Exploring Emotions and Movement 

This term in Music, we will be exploring 

emotions, storytelling and movement 

through music. 

We will begin with ‘I’ve Got a Grumpy 

Face’, using music and movement to 

explore different emotions and feelings. 

The children will experiment with facial 

expressions, actions and movements to show how different 

emotions can be expressed through music. We will think about 

how music can make us feel and how we can use our bodies to 

respond to what we hear. 

We will then explore ‘The Sorcerer’s Apprentice’, a fun and 

dramatic piece of music that will encourage the children to use 

their imaginations, storytelling and movement. We will listen 

carefully to the music and think about what we can hear, using 

different movements to represent characters, actions and events 

within a story. 

Through these activities, the children will develop their listening 

skills, confidence, creativity and ability to respond to music, 

whilst having lots of fun moving, performing and expressing 

themselves! 



Looking forward to our first half term with you all. We are going 

to have a great time! We’ve got this Ark Class!  

 


