
Year 2 and 3 – Autumn Term 1  

Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful summer and are 

ready for another exciting term of learning, discovery and 

adventure. 

Throughout this term, we will read and enjoy a wide range of 

carefully selected texts through which the children will continue 

to build on the knowledge and skills developed in Years 1 and 2. 

We will begin with the beautiful picture book Leaf by Sandra 

Dieckmann. This moving story tells of a lost polar bear who 

arrives in a strange woodland after his icy home melts. Through 

immersive experiences, discussion and drama, we will explore 

themes of empathy, acceptance and community as we step into the 

paws of the lost bear. This will inspire our narrative and 

descriptive writing and links beautifully with our PSHE learning 

as we think about how we would like to be treated and how we 

should treat others. 

Keeping with our snowy theme, we will read Passionate About 

Penguins by Owen Davey. This fascinating non-fiction text will 

help us develop our research and information writing skills as we 

create our own non-chronological reports about penguins. Along 

the way, we will learn about conservation and discover how we 

can help protect the natural world. 

In our reading lessons, we will share Stone Age Tales: The Great 

Storm by Terry Deary, following the adventures of Storm and Tuk 

as they survive the harsh conditions of Skara Brae. We will also 

explore The Street Beneath My Feet by Charlotte Guillain, a 

fascinating book which encourages children to look closely at the 

world beneath them whilst making links with history, geography 

and science. Little Wandle reading books will also continue for 

some children as they further develop their phonic knowledge, 

fluency and confidence as readers. 

Our reading for pleasure book this term is A Gladiator Stole My 

Lunchbox by Thiago de Moraes. This hilarious time-travelling 

adventure follows Harry, a boy desperate to escape his annoying 



little sister, who finds himself transported back to Ancient Rome 

where gladiators, lions and all kinds of dangers await! We can't 

wait to discover what happens next.  

In Maths, we will begin by exploring time, learning the days of 

the week, months of the year and how many days are in each 

month. We will investigate how many minutes there are in an 

hour and build on this knowledge to tell the time accurately to 

the nearest minute. We will also develop our understanding of 

place value, ordering and comparing numbers to 100 and 1,000 

using our "build it, draw it, write it" approach. Alongside this, we 

will continue to develop efficient mental strategies for addition 

and subtraction whilst making links to our place value learning. 

In History, we will travel back to the time of the Ancient Egyptians 

to answer our big question: "What were the achievements of the 

Ancient Egyptians?" We will place the Ancient Egyptians on a 

timeline and compare them with other periods we have studied, 

including the Stone Age, Bronze Age, Iron Age and Romans. 

Through enquiry, investigation and discussion, we will discover 

how their innovation, technology and achievements helped create 

one of the most successful civilisations in history. 

In Science, we will explore the topic of light, investigating light 

sources, reflections, shadows and the dangers of direct sunlight. 

Children will develop their curiosity through practical enquiries, 

asking their own questions and carrying out investigations to 

discover how light behaves. We will also learn about careers 

linked to science, helping children to think about the exciting 

possibilities that may lie in their future. 

In RE, we will explore Sikh worldviews through our enquiry 

question: "What is my duty, how do I know and why does it 

matter?" Children will learn how Sikhs understand and live out 

their duty whilst also reflecting on their own beliefs, choices and 

responsibilities. 

In PSHE, our topic is Being Me in My World, where we will focus on 

self-identity, personal goals, positive attitudes towards challenges, 



rights and responsibilities, making responsible choices and seeing 

situations from the perspectives of others. 

In Art, we will use drawing to tell stories, developing techniques 

that help us communicate characters, settings and narratives. In 

Music, we will explore Swing-a-long with Shostakovich and 

Charlie Chaplin, responding to music through movement, 

expression and pulse. In Computing, we will learn about 

computing systems and networks and discover how information 

technology is used all around us. In PE, we will develop our 

fundamental movement skills and gymnastics techniques. In 

French, we will make a new start by learning greetings, feelings, 

numbers and colours. 

This term is packed full of opportunities to question, investigate, 

create and be inspired. We are looking forward to seeing where 

our curiosity takes us and helping every child develop confidence, 

independence and a love of learning. We can't wait to get 

started! 

   


